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We all have closets filled with clothes that we do not
wear, shelves filled with products that have not been
used and “stuff” that we need to organize. Well, the
shelter-at-home has given us the opportunity of having more time to do those things we put off for another time. Most of us discovered or re-discovered our
domestic skills and now the house is extra clean, old
photos sorted, we do our own hair and nails, closets
organized and even garages, too. Those things which
stayed toward the back of our minds are done, or
maybe not. If you didn’t complete at least one thing
on the “to do” list, you have missed a great opportunity for personal lifestyle improvement. If those
things were not done now, they probably will not get
done in the future. A few lessons: If you don’t need
it, don’t buy it. This applies to toilet paper, too. Don’t
be afraid to function with less. “Waste not, want
not.”

the mother of invention.” Spending habits, spiritual
habits, exercise habits and more have changed for
your personal improvement. Make those changes
permanent as they work well for you. We will get
through this. Other generations going back to biblical times have had pandemics and survived. We have
hope that Covid-19 will soon become a distant
memory. Did you miss your opportunity? Let us keep
praying, loving, sharing, caring, and adjusting to a
new normal. Life as we knew it, will never be the
same.

If you have survived on a few leftovers rather than
letting food go moldy in the frig, you can probably
continue to eat a few leftovers. Remember family
first. We have had to shelter in with family and discovered we enjoy the time together in many fun and
unique ways. You’ve heard it said that “Necessity is
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HEART TO HEART
Basileus Hazel Lockett

Notes to Sorors

G

reetings Again, My Dear Chi Delta Omega Sorors,
Who would have thought at the beginning of this year,
2020, we would find ourselves in the position that we now occupy? Ironically, 20/20 is the designation for what a person
can see on an eyechart when standing 20 feet away. Clearly.
Sharply. Could it be that we were destined to use the year 2020
to take a closer 20/20 look at who we are as a sorority and as a chapter? Whether or not that is the case, we
can use this time to do just that.
As a sorority, Alpha Kappa Alpha is truly exemplifying excellence. This “new normal” that we find ourselves in has unleashed and broadcast for all to see the tremendous organization that we are. We can see
that our faith is the foundation upon which we establish our work. When Madame Supreme Basileus Glenda Glover established her first official community impact day as the International Day of Prayer, my
thoughts were that she clearly saw that her ambitious vision was not going to be possible without prayer.
She unabashedly called on us to pray for the sorority and the country. Never once forgetting that, I am now
finding myself grateful that she had that foresight.
Chi Delta Omega embraced that vision and continued the initiative by worshiping together as an organization quarterly. These gatherings have been enjoyable, fruitful, and through them, I believe, our chapter has
been blessed. That, too, is to be commended.
When COVID-19 swept everything off the tracks (our promising MIP, our Regional Conference, our Boule,
our White Pearl Extravaganza, our face-to-face and hug-to-hug chapter meetings), we were forced to adjust
quickly. And we did. What this adjustment has done is allowed us to slow down and clearly see the
strength, talent and resilience that exists among the members of our chapter, our region, our undergraduates, and our sorority.
Within our chapter, soror after soror has stepped up and offered service that might otherwise have gone
unoffered, attempted things that might otherwise been only dreamed about, achieved things that otherwise
would not have been achieved. I would add names here but there are so many of you and I don’t want to
leave anyone out. I will trust that you know who you are and so too will other members of the chapter. I am
profoundly grateful for this.
Our South Atlantic Regions’ Praying with Power series has unleashed another army of sorors that might
have gone unnoticed had we not had unforeseen circumstances in 2020. Who would have known that so
many of our sorors were so skillful at offering prayers? Who would have known that so many of our undergraduate sorors were just as skillful?
Like Soror Frederica Wilson, who is often quoted, I say, “My pride is showing!” Soror Yamiche Alcindor,
during the COVID-19 Virtual Town Hall, attributed her strength as a journalist to the strength as the woman
she learned to be as an undergraduate Alpha Kappa Alpha soror. When as a young girl years ago, I watched
the poised precision of a line of Alpha Kappa Alpha sorors cross the campus of Florida Memorial and wistfully said to myself, “I want to be just like them,” I had no clear understanding of what I was saying or seeing. Today I see with 20/20 vision what I wanted to get myself into.

With Grateful Appreciation and Sisterly Love,
Soror Hazel
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Excerpts from a message by Rev. Leon Mitchell, Palm Coast United Methodist Church

discouraged, exhausted, fearful, angry, ill, homeless,
Prayer matters. This is an opportunity we don’t
want to miss. According to C.H. Spurgeon “Whenever unemployed, spiritually or physically hungry during
this pandemic.
God determines to do a great work, He first sets His
people to pray."
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. has been fervent
Prayer is the simplest form of communication that in a commitment to pray during this pandemic. Each
we have with God. It is during times of reflection and week, sorors have gathered in corporate prayer via
technology. The prayers were led by sorors who
quietness that we hear Him speaking to our hearts
possess strong and passionate spiritual gifts.
and renewing us in His presence.
Let us continue to pray that God will send a wave of
Although prayer is a special time of praising God,
spiritual growth across our Nation, and our
confessing our sins and expressing our own needs to
community. Your prayers matter during this
Him, it is also a time for each of us to ask Him to be
working in our family, marriage, church, small group, incredible time.
neighborhood, workplace, community and world.
Ask God to give us eyes to see our community as
we never have before. Ask Him to break our hearts
for those who are hurting, lonely, confused,

MAKING MASKS
We don’t leave home without them. They are colorful and some are plain. Many Sorors have
devoted free time to making facemasks, not as a group endeavor but through their own
compassionate spirit. These facemasks were shared, not in the name of the sorority, but as
goodwill and a sense of community service by donating to others. Sorors are continuing to make
masks as the demand is high. So, if you need one, give a shout- out through email and one may
just arrive at your doorstep.
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SMART AKAdemy
“Keeping In Touch”
Not one to let the recent events of social disof social distancing and virtual meeting.
tancing and quarantine stop the SMART
AKAdemy, the sorors who participate each
week in the SMART Girls Program (grades 46) at the Flagler County Boys and Girls Club,
wanted to keep in touch with the young ladies
they had been working with for the 2019-2020
school year. “Thinking of You Cards” were
mailed to each of the participants with a certificate of participation. Special gifts were
included to the sixth-grade participants who
will be attending junior high school next year.
Sorors Olivia Bereal, Gerri Dillon,
Gwendolyn Carroll, Cassandra Stephenson,
and Myra Valentine continue to cherish the
special time they spend volunteering their
service and mentoring the young ladies.
Kudos to the Boys and Girls Director, Carolyn
Thompson, for her continued support as she
welcomes us weekly with a smile and assisted
in providing contact information for our mailCertificates given to
ings. We look forward to working with these
participants
young ladies in the fall as we encounter the
challenges they may develop in this new norm
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Target IV:
The Arts! Exploring a Career in Design
&Digital Arts
Submitted by Soror Anita Jackson

On Friday, May 1st, Soror Anita Jackson
virtually delivered a PowerPoint presentation
to Flagler Palm Coast High School Students
titled “Exploring a Career in Design &
Digital Arts.”

– one to be completed prior to the end of this
school year; the other over summer vacation.
In reviewing AKA Program Initiatives and
Program Calendar, this presentation meets
the Target 4 criteria of "Encouraging youth
The audience was comprised of fourteen high exploration of college coursework leading to
Careers in the Arts" and "Partnering with Art
school juniors and seniors in the Advanced
Schools". #CAP initiatives were also
Placement and International Baccalaureate
Art Classes. These students are focused on a addressed as outlined in Target 1.
curriculum to prepare for visual arts careers - graphic design, web developing,
cinematography, videography, digital artistry
and more. Presentation agenda items included Alpha Kappa Alpha’s Arts Initiative, worldrenown art/design projects, assessing and
sharpening art skills, Florida colleges /
Soror
universities featuring art/design curriculums
Anita
and majors, junior and senior checklist to
Jackson
prepare for college, how to apply for scholaron Zoom
ships and grants, and post-college art/design
career options.
The students’ FPC Arts Instructor assigned
two projects as a follow up to the presentation

68TH SARC 2021
HOSTED BY
*Cluster III
Orlando -April 14– 18, 2021
*All sorors have been asked to
pay the assessment by
November 30, 2020
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Fifty Years of Love
On June 5, 2020 Pearl Soror Dr. Robbie Johnson and husband, Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity
Brother Henry Johnson, will celebrate fifty years of marriage. They married and blended families of two children each in Cincinnati, Ohio. They met while in
high school and remained friends through college.
Soror Robbie was initiated into Omicron chapter in 1954 while
attending Miami University in Oxford Ohio. Brother Henry was
initiated at the University of Cincinnati in 1956. Combined the two
have over 130 years of Greekdom!

Then

After marriage the couple remained in Cincinnati for 3 years
where Soror Robbie was a professor at the University of
Cincinnati and Brother Henry was a chemist for the
Environmental Protection Association (EPA). They moved to West
Bloomfield Michigan in 1973 where Henry became an executive
with General Motors and Soror Robbie became the Associate
Dean of Education at Eastern Michigan University.
In 1998 Soror Robbie and Brother Henry moved to Palm Coast,
Florida. Brother Henry became associated with the Alpha Phi
Alpha chapter in Daytona Beach Florida and Soror Robbie
became a charter member of Chi Delta Omega.
Soror Robbie’s two daughters and one of her granddaughters are proud Alpha Kappa
Alpha sorors. A proud family of legacy and love.

Now

Brother Henry Johnson

Soror Robbie Johnson

WALKING WITH THE SUPREME
Sorors,
we are all encouraged to get out and exercise since we are spending more time in our
S
homes. Send your total weekly walking steps to Anti Basileus, Soror Kowanna Johnson, so
that CDO can be counted. Send it in if it is only a day or two, or just a few steps. It all
counts! Email Soror Kowanna at kwana32.kj@gmail.com
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10 Fun Things to Do at Home While Sheltered
We are all looking for, or finding things to do during this time as we stay home. Here
are a few suggestions to help make sheltering a little more fun.
Host a Watch Party – Invite family and friends to watch a movie on Netflix, which
you can do at the same time. Have game night or other group activity.
Gardening – Relaxing and rewarding whether on a patio or in the yard.
Declutter and Organize – May not be a fun thing to do but great timing.
Read a Book – Check out Oprah’s Book Club, the New York Times Best Seller List
or ask a soror for recommendations.
Take time to meditate and pray – alone or with others.
Paint a room, small area touch-up or on canvas.
Try a new recipe – bake some muffins rather than a cake or cook a gourmet meal.
Work-out or try Yoga – Just sitting and eating requires that we burn some calories.
Create something – use your imagination or get inspiration online.
Learn something new – piano lessons, how to speak Spanish or just about anything of interest you can find on YouTube, for free!
As the sheltering is relaxed, continue to use safety precautions but think of taking a
walk on the beach to see the sun rise when it is less crowded, walk your neighborhood
and trails, or volunteering to help a community project or someone in need.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Last month, Sorors Myra and Cassandra attended the “When We All Vote” AKA webinar that was
facilitated by Soror Priestly Johnson, Associate Director of When We All Vote. She was joined by
the AKA Connection Committee Chair, Soror Sylvia Jones, along with Soror Stephanie Young and
Soror (comedian) Wanda Sykes. When We All Vote is a non-profit, non-partisan organization
founded by Michelle Obama. AKA has partnered with the organization to help lead the initiative in
getting people registered to vote and then to the poles to vote in the upcoming elections.
The training was designed to develop “Squad Leaders” who will form teams to help lead voter registration drives in their community. Sorors who completed the training received a recap and the
slides from the training session. There will be an “AKA Voter Registration Challenge” launched
after the training webinars are completed. To participate in the challenge, teams must have participated in the training, utilized the resources to be sent and downloaded the “Outvote” App to sync
contacts and send voter messages as motivation and inspiration to vote. The winner of the challenge will be by regions (not individuals) and announced sometime after November 3. Sorors can
find more information at weallvote/aka.com.

“We Can Be the Change – When We All Vote!”
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The Promise of Peace
When asked to write a brief “Reflection” for this June newsletter, I kept coming back to
God’s Promise of Peace. Today, all over the world, life for mankind has come to an amazing
halt. Who would have believed the deaths, cancellation of schools, universities, churches,
businesses closed, cities looking like surreal movie scenes, hospitals overflowing with
Coronavirus patients, some surviving, others passing without having their loved ones near,
doctors and nurses working 12+ hour shifts, parents at home teaching their children, TV
coverage 24/7 and the turmoil goes on.
Where are the Sorors doing this time? Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., and our South
Atlantic Region have put God in the mix. I know for sure, that our hearts and prayers are
with America and the world. The song, “He’s Got the Whole World in His Hand”, has a new
meaning to all of us now. I know our hearts are weary, sad, anxious, and frightened, but in
Zechariah 9:10 it states that, He will proclaim Peace to the nations. What a blessed assurance of His word. So let not our hearts be troubled, for He has this in His hand. He has established what mankind needs to do now - STOP, COME TO HIM, BE STILL, AND LISTEN.
A book I read years ago by Malcohm Boyd, “Are You Running With Me, Jesus?” is so true
today that I think/know God is speaking to all of us to pay attention to His Word and this
world.
Let us continue to stand firm on the Promises of God.
( verse 4 of this song says)
Standing on the promises I cannot fall,
Lis-t’ning ev-ry moment to the Spir-it’s call,
Resting in my savior, as my all in all,
Standing on the Promises of God.

Servant of God,
Soror Sue Fray
Post Office Box 351268
Palm Coast, Florida
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